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What is an enterprise? ...

A good definition of "enterprise” in this context is any collection of organizations that has a common set of goals and/or a single
bottom line. In that sense, an enterprise can be a government agency, a whole corporation, a division of a corporation, a single

department, or a chain of geographically distant organizations linked together by common ownership.

The term "enterprise” in the context of "enterprise architecture” can be used to dencte both an entire enterprise, encompassing all of
its information systems, and a specific domain within the enterprise_ In both cases, the architecture crosses multiple systems, and

multiple functional groups within the enterprise.

Confusion also arises from the evolving nature of the term "enterprise”. An extended enterprise nowadays frequently includes
partners, suppliers, and customers. If the goal is to integrate an extended enterprise, then the enterprise comprises the partners,

suppliers, and customers, as well as internal business units.

Large corporations and government agencies may comprise multiple enterprises, and hence there may well be separate enterprise
architecture projects. However, there is often much in common about the information systems in each enterprise, and there is
usually great potential for gain in the use of a common architecture framework. For example, a common framework can provide a
basis for the development of an architecture repository for the integration and re-use of models, designs, and baseline data.

... an architecture? ...

The definition of an architecture used in ANSIIEEE Std 1471-2000 is:

“The fundamental organization of a system, embodied in its companents, their relationships to each other and the

environment, and the principles goveming its design and evolution.”
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There is a continuum of architectures, Architecture Building Blocks (ABBs), and architectural models that are relevant to the task of E
constructing an enterprise-specific architectura.

The Architecture Continuum, and the relative positioning of different types of architectures within it, is illustrated in The
Architecture Continuum

Common
Foundation Systems
Architectures i es Ar

Industry

Organization
Architectures

Figure: The Architecture Continuum

The Archi e Conti Il how architectures are developed across a continuum ranging from Foundation
Architectures such as TOGAF's, through common systems architectures, and industry-specific architectures, to an enterprise’s own
individual architectures.

The arrows in The Architecture Continuum represent the bi-directional relationship that exists between the different architectures
in the Architecture Continuum. The leftwards direction focuses on meeting enterprise needs and business requirements, while the
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